ing it difficult to follow the arguments and conclusions. Belief in the universality of scientific ideas is sadly dented by many of these reports, and yet if we are to learn from one another each must put aside his prejudices and seek to understand in spite of obscurities. This book presents such an opportunity, much that it contains is interesting and adds to our knowledge; the remainder serves to remind us that to learn is not easy. RAINER Springfield, 111.: Charles C Thomas 1973 This is an important book since it is the first textbook to cover psychiatric epidemiology, defining its scope, its methodology and its relevance. It could easily have been aiwell-intentioned book strangled in its own jargon, but happily the authors have written about their topic in a crisp and lively style which sets out the facts without letting the reader's interest flag. This makes them members of an exclusive club which it is hard to join. Anyone with a sense of history will be intrigued by the way in which the authors have used history to lead into their topic without becoming retailers of platitude. It really is a first-class work which should run to many editionsrequired reading for serious students of psychiatry.
JAMES WILLIS
Noninvasive Technics in Cardiology by Howard H Wayne MS MD FACP pp x+229 illustrated £7 Chicago: Year Book Medical 1973 London: Lloyd-Lutke Despite its title this book is solely concerned with phonocardiography and apexcardiography and the systolic time intervals which may be derived from them; ultrasound techniques and electrocardiography are excluded. Furthermore, of its 214 text pages only 50 are devoted to phonocardiography; the treatment of this topic is necessarily therefore patchy and inadequate. The author's main object is to present the applications of apexcardiography and the calculation of the systolic time intervals. His enthusiasm for these is frequently asserted but his arguments equally frequently fail to convince. Chapter 23 is devoted to the 'interrelation of the apexcardiogram, systolic time intervals and certain htmodynamic parameters', and presents a number of graphical correlations; these mostly seem to show a remarkable lack of interrelationship. The author's special pleading is unfortunate, as it detracts from the real value of the book, which is the presentation of a good review of the possible applications and interpretations of apexcardiography. This technique has suffered from problems of instrumentation and much controversy about the validity and interpretation of the records, and is much too rarely used in combination with phonocardiography. It will need a better exposition than this to establish its true place, but meanwhile those who might be interested will find large numbers of good illustrations in this book to help them to appreciate its potentialities.
For a slim paperback, a price of £7 may seem a lot, but if allowance is made for the large number of halftone reproductions of records it is clearly reasonable. There is, for instance, a description of some very elegant work on the neuromuscular junction (in relation to the etiology and treatment of myasthenia gravis) using single nerve-fibre electrophysiological techniques, but the results are as yet inconclusive, and cannot be translated clinically to the management of the disease; in contrast, another contributor takes nearly 5 pages to remind anmsthetists that relaxants must be used to produce relaxation, and not as substitutes for armsthetic agents, a principle with which every junior anasthetist should be familiar after his first few weeks as a resident.
There are excellent chapters on suppression of ACTH function by corticosteroid administration, and its hazards in anesthesia; also on fluid and electrolyte changes in endocrine disease, and their significance in anmsthesia. But, in contrast, a surgeon contributes some 19 pages to the surgical and pathological problems of thyroid disease, the only portion of anesthetic interest being the few words taken to state that a large goitre may sometimes embarrass the airway through tracheal compression. As in most multi-author books, some sections are considerably more valuable than others. For example, the chapters on corticosteroids and sex hormones are well written comprehensive accounts containing detailed tables, and concluded by a detailed reference list. Dr Prescott's chapter on antipyretic analgesics is readable, and profusely illustrated by references to illustrative case histories. The chapters on heavy metals and their antagonists are succinct and to the point. However, in contrast, the chapter on drugs affecting lipid metabolism is rather thin. The section on immunosuppressive drugs is repetitious, the toxicity of cyclophosphamide, azathioprine, and methotrexate coming several times under each condition for which the drug is used. Perhaps the next edition of this work could be subjected to more ruthless editing, to achieve a greater overall degree of balance. All in all, though, this represents a useful reference work; in view of its price, it will probably be found only on the shelves of departmental libraries. Amsterdam: Excerpta Medica 1972 In their introduction the editors state two aims for this bookto provide insight into the mechanism of unwanted drug effects and to pass information on to the practising physician. Both aims are important, but particularly the latter in view of its increasing importance to medicine today. The first of these aims is quite well dealt with in the earlier chapters. These cover basic pharmacological precepts, processes, interactions and sideeffects, and their relation to the patient's genotype and disease. Their readability is marred by the slightly uncomfortable smallness of the print, and the excessive use of references, which in several instances leaves one searching for the continuation of the sentence.
The second aim is attempted in the format of a medical textbook. The side-effects of drugs are dealt with under the title of the different medical disciplinesgastrointestinal, hzematological &c. This leads to a loss of cohesion in this section.
Drugs, such as anticoagulants and corticosteroids are dealt with repetitively by each succeeding author. Dr Hollisters chapter on 'Disorders of the Nervous System' is a good example of how this fonnat may be used. He deals with various neurological syndromes mimicked by drugs, or confused by them. This of more use than a compilation of drugs which show side-effects in the various medical specialties. This is a reference book whose price precludes private ownership, and whose format could be improved in order to achieve a more digestible form for the practising physician. J Immunology is one of the fields of medical research which is currently undergoing a rapid expansion. Thus an up-to-date publication embodying the most recent advances in knowledge of allergy in relation to dentistry would have been welcome.
The first four chapters comprise a general introduction to allergy in relation to historytaking, management of the child and adult patient, and reactions to drugs, including treatment. Several other chapters also begin with a brief definition and introduction to allergy, using variable terminology. This repetition is presumably inevitable when there are no less than 22 contributors to the 17 chapters.
The chapters devoted to oral manifestations of allergy and the role of immunity in oral disease are disappointing in the light of modern concepts of the immune response. Current opinion now favours an autoimmune hypothesis for aphthous ulceration, and no reference is made to candida infection or premalignant lesions, at present thought to be associated with immunodeficiency.
One disturbing feature of the book is the number of hypotheses unsupported by references.
For instance, it is suggested that local antesthetic solution deposited in the sub perineural space during mandibular or maxillary blocks might move centripetally to the midbrain, causing unconsciousness. Chapter 9 discusses an assortment of diseases theoretically assumed to be accompanied by salivary gland reactions, again without a single reference.
Many sections are written in essay style and none of the colour plates referred to were included in the edition under review. The intentions of this book are good, and it does correlate all aspects of allergy in dental practice. As a reference work or treatment manual it is inadequate and outdated.
